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INTRODUCTION

More Than a Car Company

Most people still think of Tesla as a car company. Wall Street

grades it on car deliveries and quarterly profits.

But while the experts were counting cars, Tesla was quietly

putting real equipment into some of the biggest problems in

America.

Think about the problems we face. The power grid is straining

under the demands of artificial intelligence. Factories cannot

find enough workers. Freight costs are hidden inside every

grocery bill. Car payments drain family budgets.

There are more. Chargers fail when drivers need them most.

Storms knock out the lights. And the batteries we depend on are

refined on the other side of the planet.

Tesla has hardware working on every one of these problems.

Some of it is already running at a scale almost nobody noticed.

In August 2026, the energy company Ørsted switched on a giant

battery park built with Tesla Megapacks near Needville, Texas,

southwest of Houston. It can push 250 megawatts into the Texas

power grid.
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On the Gulf Coast, a Tesla refinery now turns rock into battery

material for more than 500,000 cars a year. And in California,

ordinary homeowners have been paid millions of dollars for

using their home batteries to help keep the lights on.

This book is about what Tesla is building and why it matters for

your future. We will look at energy, cars, trucks, robots, and

artificial intelligence.

We will also be honest. Some of these projects are proven and

working today. Others are still mostly promises. You deserve to

know the difference.

Tesla is not just building cars. It is building the
machines that will shape how we live, work, and travel
for the rest of this century.

6
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CHAPTER 1

The Tesla Playbook

Every great company has a recipe. Tesla's recipe is simple to say

and very hard to do.

Here are the five steps:

1. Find an expensive bottleneck — a problem that costs people a

lot of money.

2. Strip the hardware down to fewer parts.

3. Add smart software on top.

4. Electrify it.

5. Mass-produce it until the price falls through the floor.

Tesla has used this same recipe again and again. It built a giant

battery for the power grid. It built a simpler truck. It built a

charging network that works like a single product. It turned

home batteries into a power plant.

Notice what these have in common. Fewer parts means fewer

breakdowns. Software means the product gets better after you

buy it. Electricity means lower running costs. And mass

production means prices keep falling.
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As a math teacher, I love this recipe because it is really about

multiplication. Each step multiplies the value of the others. A

simpler product that also gets smarter, runs cheaper, and is

made by the millions becomes almost impossible to compete

with.

Tesla's real product was never the car. The car was
simply the proof that the playbook works.

8
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CHAPTER 2

One Company, Every Piece

Most car companies are really assemblers. They buy chips from

one company, batteries from another, and software from a third.

Then they put the pieces together.

Tesla is different. It designs its own computer chips. It makes its

own batteries. It writes its own software. And it owns the biggest

fast-charging network in North America.

That network is so strong that Ford, General Motors, Rivian, and

other big brands switched their charging plugs to match Tesla's.

Why does owning every piece matter? Because when one

company controls the chip, the battery, the code, and the

charger, it gets to decide what a product should cost.

Other companies must pay a profit to every supplier along the

way. Tesla can cut costs at every step and keep improving every

piece together.

This also explains something surprising. Tesla builds a family

sedan, a family SUV, a pickup truck, a big rig, a race car, a robot,

and a self-driving taxi. Yet they all share the same kind of brain.

The same computer and the same artificial intelligence that

learn to drive one Tesla help every other Tesla machine get

smarter.
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Car makers in Detroit, Germany, Japan, and China do not like

this. It is very hard to compete with a company that owns every

piece of the puzzle.

When you control every piece, you control the price,
and you can keep making every piece better at the
same time.

10
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CHAPTER 3

The Megapack — A Shock Absorber
for the Power Grid

Artificial intelligence is eating electricity faster than any utility

planned for. New data centers go up in months. Add new

factories, millions of electric cars, and summer heat waves, and

demand is climbing faster than the grid can grow.

Why can't the power companies just keep up? Because a power

plant takes years to build. So do transmission lines and

substations.

Here is the key insight. The worst strain does not last all day. It

often comes for two or three hours in the evening, when people

come home, cook dinner, and the sun goes down.

That leaves utilities an ugly choice. Build huge plants that sit

idle most of the time, or risk running short at the worst possible

moment.

So they build "peaker" plants that burn fossil fuels. Many sit

dark more than 300 days a year, waiting for a few brutal

summer evenings. Every customer pays for that sleeping

equipment every month.

The real problem is not only a shortage of electricity. It is a

mismatch in timing between when power is made and when

people want it.
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The Megapack attacks that mismatch directly. It is a giant

battery about the size of a shipping container. When power is

cheap and plentiful, usually at midday, it fills up. When the grid

gets tight in the evening, it empties back into the power lines.

Each Megapack arrives fully assembled from Tesla's

Megafactory in Lathrop, California, with batteries, cooling, and

controls already built in. The work crew pours a concrete pad,

sets the units in rows, and connects them.

Tesla software called Autobidder then decides automatically

when to buy power cheap and when to sell it back when the grid

needs it most.

Remember the battery park in Needville, Texas? A gas plant of

similar size would need permits, turbines, fuel lines, and most of

a decade. A Megapack farm can go from bare dirt to delivering

power in about a year.

Demand is so strong that Tesla added a second Megapack

factory in Shanghai.

To be fair, storage does not create energy. It only shifts energy

from one time to another. A region that is truly short of power

still needs new plants.

But the Megapack was never meant to be a power plant. It is a

shock absorber, and it can be working years before any new

plant or power line is finished.

13
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The Megapack does not make electricity; it makes
electricity available when people need it most, and it
can be built in a year instead of a decade.

14
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CHAPTER 4

The Powerwall — When Your Home
Becomes a Power Plant

A storm knocks out the power. The whole street goes dark. But

one house keeps its lights on, its refrigerator humming, and its

internet running.

That house has a Powerwall on the garage wall. It is a home

battery about the size of a tall cabinet. It stores electricity the

way a water tank stores water. When the grid goes down, the

house simply switches over and keeps going.

That is nice for one family. But something much bigger happens

when thousands of these batteries are connected by software.

In 2022, Tesla and the California utility PG&E launched a virtual

power plant. During a grid emergency, homeowners let their

batteries send power back out to the neighborhood. They were

paid $2 for every kilowatt-hour they sent.

The first time it was used, 2,342 Powerwall owners on PG&E's

network joined in, plus 268 homes served by Southern California

Edison. Together, those garages delivered up to about 16

megawatts of power.

By 2024, Tesla said it had paid $9.9 million to Powerwall owners

for helping the grid. The California programs had passed 100

megawatts of combined output.
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For comparison, a gas peaker plant usually produces between 50

and 250 megawatts. A scattered group of home batteries now

acts like a small power plant, with no smokestack, no new land,

and no construction crew.

Why would a utility happily pay homeowners $2 per

kilowatt-hour? Because in an emergency, power on the open

market can spike to $5 or even $10 per kilowatt-hour. Paying the

neighborhood is the cheaper choice.

There are honest limits. A Powerwall holds a fixed amount of

energy, and once it is empty, it must be refilled by the sun or the

grid. Most homes still do not have one. The idea is proven, but

the scale is uneven.

Still, look at what has changed. For more than 100 years, a family

was a passive customer who sat in the cold waiting for the repair

truck. Now that same family can ride out the storm and earn

money doing it.

With a Powerwall, a family stops being a helpless
customer of the power company and becomes a
partner that helps keep the whole neighborhood's
lights on.

16
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CHAPTER 5

Lithium at Home — The Texas Refinery
and Better Batteries

The car industry learned a hard lesson when computer chips ran

short: one missing part can stop an entire factory.

Batteries have the same weakness. But the weak spot is much

further back in the chain than most people realize.

The chain goes like this: mining, then refining, then battery

materials, then cells, then battery packs. A battery "made in

America" can still depend on what happened three steps before

it reached the factory.

China holds most of the world's lithium refining capacity. Elon

Musk has called lithium refining a choke point for the entire

electric industry.

Here is a detail that surprises people. Digging lithium out of the

ground does not give you battery lithium. The ore must be

chemically refined into a material a battery maker can use.

So Tesla went backward down its own supply chain. Near Corpus

Christi, Texas, it broke ground on a lithium refinery in May 2023,

an investment of more than $1 billion. Tesla said in January 2026

that the plant had begun operating.
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The refinery uses an acid-free process. Tesla calls it the first

industrial use of its kind. That matters because the usual

method relies on harsh acids and leaves behind a lot of waste.

The plant takes a hard lithium-bearing rock called spodumene

and turns it into battery-grade lithium hydroxide. Reports say it

can supply enough for more than 500,000 electric vehicles a year.

Tesla is also improving the battery cells themselves. Its large

4680 cell is its plan to control the design and cost of the most

expensive part of any battery pack.

One part of that process deserves a spotlight. Normally, battery

materials are spread onto metal foil using toxic liquid solvents,

then baked dry in ovens as long as a city block.

Tesla's dry electrode method skips the solvent completely. That

removes the giant ovens and cuts the factory's size and energy

use by roughly half. Less building, less heat, less waste, same cell.

Tesla also now makes lithium iron phosphate (LFP) batteries in

Nevada. These batteries avoid costly metals and last for

thousands of charge cycles, which helps bring down the price of

its cars.

To be fair, Tesla has not escaped the world. The rock for the

Texas refinery still reportedly comes from mines in Canada and

Australia. Tesla still needs ships, mines, and partners.

18
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But this is where the slideshow becomes real industry. Anyone

can draw a robot or sketch a futuristic truck. A chemical

refinery on the Gulf Coast is a commitment measured in permits,

pipes, and years.

By refining lithium on American soil, Tesla moved the
foundation of batteries, transportation, and
automation closer to home.

19
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CHAPTER 6

Charging That Just Works — The
Supercharger Network

You are down to 8% battery. You pull into a charging station,

and the charger will not start. The app crashes. The payment

screen spins forever.

That is the real fear behind electric cars. It was never really

about range. It was about whether the machine at the other end

of the parking lot would actually work.

Why did the old system keep failing? Because charging was a

chain built by strangers. One company made the car. Another

made the plug. Someone else owned the charger. A fourth

company ran the app. A fifth handled the billing.

Every link was a handoff. If any single link broke, the whole trip

broke with it.

Tesla's answer was to own the entire chain. The car, the plug, the

charger, the trip planner, the software, and the payment were all

designed together.

So the car and the charger already know about each other before

you arrive. The car warms its battery on the way so it charges

faster. When you are done, there is no app, no separate account,

and no card to dig out. And if something goes wrong, exactly one

company owns the problem.
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Look at the plug itself. The plug most other automakers chose,

called CCS, is bulky, with a stiff cable and extra pins for fast

charging. Tesla's plug, now called NACS (the North American

Charging Standard), is about half the size. It handles both home

charging and highway fast charging through the same pins, and

it has no moving parts to jam.

The best proof is what the rest of the industry did. In May 2023,

Ford announced it would use Tesla's plug. Then came General

Motors, Rivian, Hyundai, and a long line of others. The

engineering standards body made it official under the name

J3400.

About 20 brands now have access to Tesla Superchargers.

Nobody forced them. Companies that spent years competing with

Tesla looked at the hardware and simply adopted it.

To be fair, the competition has not given up. Several automakers,

including Stellantis, also back IONNA, a charging venture

planning about 30,000 charge points by 2030. And some

Supercharger sites have too few stalls or sit far from a restroom

or a cup of coffee.

But the payoff is enormous. A decade of government programs

and corporate committees could not make charging boring and

dependable. Tesla did it by building the whole thing as one

product, then opening the doors.

Now a Ford, a Rivian, a Hyundai, and a Tesla can all pull up to

the same charging stall, and the road trip just works.

22
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Tesla made charging dependable by owning the whole
chain, and its rivals proved it by adopting Tesla's plug
as the new standard.

23
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CHAPTER 7

The Model 3 Standard — An Electric
Car for Ordinary Budgets

The cheapest car in Tesla's lineup may be the one that should

worry Detroit the most. It is not the fastest Tesla or the flashiest.

But it may be the most important.

For years, the Model 3 was a car for people who could pay about

$50,000 to be early adopters. Late in 2025, Tesla changed that. It

simplified the car, created a Standard version, and dropped the

price into the high $30,000 range. As Tesla's battery factories

grow, that price should fall even further.

Walk up to the car and it already knows your phone is nearby.

The doors unlock by themselves. Step inside, and there is almost

nothing to look at: no knobs and few buttons, just one clean

screen in the middle of the dashboard, like a tablet.

That simplicity is not laziness. It is cheaper to build, and Tesla

can improve it at any time.

The range is the real surprise. The Model 3 Standard goes over

300 miles on one charge. That covers most Americans' driving

for a full week. On a road trip, a quick stop at a Supercharger

adds about 170 miles in 15 minutes, about the time it takes to

grab a coffee.
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Safety is strong, too. The Model 3 earns top crash-test scores year

after year. The heavy battery sits low in the floor, so the car is

hard to roll over. Cameras watch all around the car, and

automatic emergency braking comes standard.

Because Tesla writes its own software, it can send new features

to your car overnight, the same way your phone updates while

you sleep.

Buying one is different, too. No haggling, no surprise fees, and no

salesman walking off to "talk to the manager." The price on the

screen is the price you pay.

Now think about running costs. A gas car needs oil changes and

fill-ups that can cost $60 or more. Charged at home overnight,

the Model 3 Standard can cost about the equivalent of a dollar a

gallon to drive. Over five years, that difference can add up to

thousands of dollars.

Under the floor is the lower-cost lithium iron phosphate battery

that Tesla now makes in Nevada. It avoids expensive metals and

lasts for thousands of charges.

One more part of this car is worth remembering: the small

computer behind that screen. It will come back in a much bigger

way later in this book.

The Model 3 Standard shows that a car can be
affordable, safe, and smart all at once, and that it can
keep getting better after you buy it.

25
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CHAPTER 8

The Model Y L — Room for the Whole
Family

For decades, a growing family meant giving up on fun. You

bought a minivan or a big gas SUV, paid the fuel bills, and moved

on.

The Model Y was already the best-selling electric car on Earth. In

some recent years, it outsold every vehicle of any kind, gas or

electric.

The new Model Y L takes that car and stretches it. The body is

longer, and the roof rises in the back. Now there is a real third

row that adults can actually sit in. Tesla launched this version

first in China in 2025, and it sold out almost right away. In July

2026, it arrived in the United States.

Open the back doors, and it feels more like a lounge than a car.

The second row has two separate chairs instead of a bench. They

are heated and cooled, and they slide and fold at the push of a

button, so children can climb into the third row easily. A glass

roof stretches over all three rows.
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Here is where it hurts the competition. A three-row electric SUV

from an older brand can cost $70,000 to $90,000. The first Model

Y L sold in the United States, the Launch Series, is priced at

about $62,000, with all-wheel drive and plenty of speed. Less

expensive versions usually follow a launch edition.

It also has one of the biggest storage spaces in its class: a rear

trunk, a deep well under the trunk floor, and a front trunk

where an engine would normally be. Strollers, sports bags, and

camping gear simply disappear.

The Model Y has been rated among the safest SUVs ever tested.

Its frame uses giant single-piece castings, which reduce weak

spots in a crash.

Picture a family driving from Dallas to the Grand Canyon. In a

gas SUV, that means many fuel stops and a fuel bill of more than

$200.

In the Model Y L, the car plans the whole route, tells you which

charger to use, and warms the battery before you arrive so it

charges faster. At night, Camp Mode keeps the cabin comfortable

while everyone sleeps. Dog Mode keeps pets cool, and Sentry

Mode watches the car when nobody is around. None of that

costs extra.

The minivan was supposed to be the one kind of vehicle an

electric car could never win. It needed too much space, too much

range, and too low a price. The Model Y L answers all three.
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The Model Y L proves that an electric car can carry the
whole family, save money, and still be fun to drive.
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CHAPTER 9

The Cybertruck — The Rolling
Laboratory

The pickup truck is sacred ground in America. The Ford F-Series

has been the best-selling vehicle in the country for more than

four decades. Truck profits pay for almost everything else

Detroit builds.

So when Tesla showed off a stainless steel wedge in 2019, the

truck world laughed.

The Cybertruck did have a rough start. It arrived years late, it

cost more than first promised, and its 2025 sales came in below

what Tesla hoped.

But here is the twist almost nobody expected. While people

mocked the Cybertruck, Ford quietly ended production of its

electric F-150 Lightning and turned back to hybrids. The truck

built to beat the Cybertruck did not survive. The Cybertruck did.

The body tells the story. Instead of painted metal, it uses a shell

of ultra-hard stainless steel that shrugs off door dings and

shopping carts. There is no paint to chip because there is no

paint at all.
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That hardness also explains the strange shape. Steel this strong

is nearly impossible to bend into smooth curves, so Tesla used

flat panels and sharp angles. What looks like a wild design

choice is really an engineering decision.

Under the skin, the technology is years ahead. The Cybertruck

uses steer-by-wire. There is no metal shaft connecting the

steering wheel to the tires, only electronic signals that adjust

how sharply the truck turns based on its speed. Add rear-wheel

steering, and this big truck can turn more tightly than many

small cars.

The numbers are impressive. Top versions can tow up to 11,000

pounds. The strongest version makes over 800 horsepower and

reaches 60 miles per hour in about 2.6 seconds, quicker than

many Porsches.

Then there is a feature no gas truck can match. Outlets in the

cabin and truck bed can run power tools, and Tesla's

power-sharing system can run a whole house for days during a

blackout.

But the real point of the Cybertruck was never just the truck. It

was Tesla's testing laboratory.

It was the first Tesla built on a 48-volt electrical system instead

of the 12-volt system cars have used since the 1950s. That change

cuts the amount of copper wiring dramatically. It was also the

first Tesla to use steer-by-wire at full scale.

30
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Those experiments now feed into Tesla's future vehicles. As we

will see, a car with no steering wheel at all could not be built

without them.

The Cybertruck was Tesla's rolling laboratory, and the
lessons learned in it are now building the vehicles of
the future.
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CHAPTER 10

The Roadster — Testing the Limits of
Physics

Every great car company keeps one machine around just to

make a statement. Ferrari has its hypercars. Bugatti has the

Chiron. For Tesla, that machine is the new Roadster.

The story starts in 2017. Right after Tesla revealed its Semi truck,

a red sports car rolled out from behind it. The promised

numbers sounded like a joke: 0 to 60 miles per hour in 1.9

seconds, a top speed above 250 miles per hour, and a range of 620

miles.

At the time, no car on Earth matched even one of those numbers.

Then the waiting began. Year after year, the release date slipped.

Critics started calling it a car that would never exist.

But behind the scenes, Tesla kept pushing the goals higher, not

lower. Elon Musk talked about an optional package using

cold-gas thrusters, small jets of compressed air borrowed from

rocket design. Then he set a goal that sounded almost

impossible: 0 to 60 in under one second.

Here is the math teacher in me. Going from 0 to 60 miles per

hour in one second means speeding up at almost three times the

pull of gravity. You would be pushed back into your seat harder

than you would fall if you jumped off a building.
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The engineering is serious. Three electric motors, one in front

and two in back, deliver enormous force to the wheels. A large

battery is built to release huge bursts of power without

overheating. With the thrusters, the car would no longer be

limited only by how much grip its tires can find.

The price is expected to start around $200,000. That sounds

steep until you compare it. A Bugatti Chiron costs over $3

million. A Rimac costs over $2 million. A Ferrari SF90 costs over

half a million.

If the Roadster delivers even most of what Tesla has promised, it

will beat cars that cost ten times as much. And it is designed to

charge on the same Supercharger network as the Model 3.

To be honest, Tesla's timelines slip constantly, and the Roadster

proves it better than anything else in this book. It is still a

promise.

But a car like this was never really about sales. It asks Ferrari,

Porsche, and Lamborghini an uncomfortable question: If a

company known for affordable cars can beat you at your own

game, what exactly are your customers paying for?

The Roadster is Tesla's statement to the world that the
same playbook that makes cars affordable can also
make them the fastest on Earth.
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CHAPTER 11

The Tesla Semi — Lowering the Cost of
Everything You Buy

Look around the room you are sitting in. The couch, the phone,

the food in your refrigerator. Almost all of it once rode in the

back of a diesel truck.

Trucks move about 70% of all freight in the United States.

Nearly every one burns diesel and costs a fortune to run. Fuel,

oil changes, brake jobs, and days spent in the repair shop all end

up in the price you pay at the store.

Fleet owners are the least romantic customers on Earth. They do

not care if a truck looks like a spaceship. They care about one

number: cost per mile. The Tesla Semi goes straight at that

number.

When Tesla showed the Semi in 2017, the trucking industry said

an electric big rig could never work. The batteries would be too

heavy, the range too short, and charging too slow.

Then PepsiCo took the first production Semis in December 2022

for its Frito-Lay plant in Modesto and a facility in Sacramento,

California. Those trucks have been hauling real freight ever

since. Drivers said the Semi climbed hills faster than any diesel

they had driven, because electric motors deliver full power

instantly.
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Tesla reported PepsiCo trucks completing runs of 250 and 520

miles at weights up to 82,000 pounds. In one public

demonstration, a Semi covered 1,076 miles in a single day with

three charging stops.

What about heavy batteries eating into the load? In the real

world, most freight like snacks, drinks, and packaged goods fills

up the trailer's space long before it reaches the legal weight limit.

An electric drivetrain has a fraction of the moving parts of a

diesel engine: no fuel injectors, no turbo, no exhaust system, and

no complex transmission. The motors do most of the slowing, so

brake pads last far longer. Fewer parts mean fewer breakdowns

and more hours on the road.

Tesla says the long-range Semi can travel about 500 miles fully

loaded on one charge. Its Megachargers can restore about 70%

of the range in roughly 30 minutes, about the length of a driver's

required break. The truck charges while the driver rests.

Tesla claims fleet owners could save well over $100,000 in fuel in

the first few years alone. In an industry that counts profit in

pennies per mile, that is a different kind of business.

The driver sits in the center of the cab, like a pilot, with screens

on both sides. There is no gear shifting and no engine roar to

wear a driver down over a ten-hour shift. That matters, because

America has been short of long-haul drivers for years.

Volume production has started at a new factory in Nevada, with

a target of 50,000 trucks a year. Early customers reportedly

include PepsiCo, DHL, and US Foods.
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To be fair, an electric truck does not create a single new driver,

and the charging map is still thin. Tesla plans roughly 46 public

Megacharger stations by 2027, starting in California and Texas.

That is a start, not a national network.

But if freight costs fall 30 to 40%, that savings spreads quietly

through groceries, furniture, and nearly everything else you buy.

When the cost of moving goods goes down, the price of
almost everything goes down with it, and the Tesla
Semi is aimed right at that cost.
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CHAPTER 12

The Cybercab — A Car Built to Drive
Itself

The average car sits parked about 95% of its life. Yet you pay for

it every hour through the loan, the insurance, the registration,

and the slow loss of value.

It is the only thing families buy for tens of thousands of dollars

and then leave sitting still in the driveway most of the day.

Until now, there were two choices. Own a car and accept that it

sits idle. Or use a ride service like Uber, where the car works

hard but every trip must pay a human driver. You could have

high use or low cost, never both.

The Cybercab is Tesla's attempt to have both. It is a two-seat

vehicle with no steering wheel and no pedals, because there is no

driver. Its doors open upward like wings, and inside it feels like

a small, quiet lounge.

It does not even have a charging plug. It parks over a pad on the

ground and charges wirelessly. After all, a robotaxi that needs a

person to plug it in is not really driving itself.

Remember the Cybertruck laboratory? The steer-by-wire system

and the lighter 48-volt electrical system live inside the Cybercab.

Without steer-by-wire, a car with no steering wheel could not be

built.
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Tesla expects the Cybercab to cost less than $30,000. It plans to

get there with a new "unboxed" manufacturing process.

On a normal assembly line, one car body moves down the line

while workers climb in and out to add parts one at a time. With

the unboxed process, separate sections of the car are built at the

same time, fully finished, and then snapped together at the end

like puzzle pieces. Tesla says this could cut the factory space

needed by about 40%.

Tesla said Cybercab production began at its Texas factory in

April 2026, and it is ramping up through 2027.

Compare Tesla's approach with Waymo, which uses expensive

spinning laser sensors and carefully pre-mapped city zones,

with vehicles reportedly costing over $100,000 each. Tesla chose

cameras and onboard artificial intelligence instead, in a vehicle

cheap enough to build by the hundreds of thousands.

Now here is the number Tesla buried in its own presentation: 20

cents a mile. Tesla has said the cost of running a Cybercab could

eventually fall to about 20 cents per mile.

Compare that to an Uber ride, which can cost $2 a mile or more.

Or compare it to owning your own car, which runs about 70 to

80 cents a mile once you add payments, insurance, fuel, and

parking.

As a math teacher, I always tell my students to look at the ratios.

Ten times cheaper than a ride service, and three to four times

cheaper than owning a car. Even with a healthy profit added, the

Cybercab could win by a wide margin.
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For over 100 years, the car industry assumed every
family needs its own car; at 20 cents a mile, that
assumption begins to crack.

40

BEYOND THE TESLA CAR



CHAPTER 13

The Robotaxi Network — When Your
Car Earns Money

The Cybercab is the vehicle. The robotaxi network is the

software that could turn millions of Teslas already on the road

into paid taxis.

In 2025, Tesla launched its first paid robotaxi rides in Austin,

Texas, using Model Y cars with nobody in the driver's seat. It

started small, but it kept growing into more cities as the

software improved.

In its second-quarter 2026 report, Tesla said its robotaxi service

was live in seven major metro areas. In six of them, including

Austin, Dallas, Houston, Miami, Orlando, and Tampa, the rides

are unsupervised, with nobody in the driver's seat. Tesla also

said it expects someday to open whole states at a time instead of

one city at a time.

Remember the small computer behind the screen in the Model 3

Standard? Tesla has been putting self-driving hardware into

millions of cars for years. Now it plans to let owners add their

own cars to the robotaxi network.
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Picture this. You ride to work. Your car drops you off, and

instead of sitting parked for nine hours, it goes out and earns

money picking up passengers. Then it comes back for you at five

o'clock.

The car in your driveway stops being an expense and starts being

a small business.

That idea threatens a lot of established businesses: Uber and

Lyft, whose biggest cost is paying drivers; rental car companies;

parking garages; and insurance companies built around human

mistakes.

We must be careful here. Supervised Full Self-Driving is not a

robotaxi. Supervised means a person is still legally responsible

for what the car does. The money only works when nobody has

to sit behind the wheel at all.

Safety deserves honesty on both sides. Humans get tired,

distracted, and sometimes drunk. Machines never do, but they

can fail in strange ways a human never would. Musk has said

there have been no injuries or deaths in unsupervised operation,

but that is Tesla's own accounting. Only years of real-world data

will settle the question.

If it works, the payoff is hard to overstate. A working family that

now spends more than $10,000 a year on car payments, repairs,

and insurance could keep most of that money. Cities could take

back huge areas now used for parking lots.
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And the grimmest number in American transportation, roughly

40,000 road deaths every year, finally has something powerful

aimed at it.

A self-driving network could turn the family car from
a money drain into a money maker, and it could save
thousands of lives every year if the software proves
itself.
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PART FOUR: ROBOTS, AI,
AND THE FUTURE OF WORK



CHAPTER 14

Optimus — A Robot Built for a Human
World

This is where Tesla's plan stops being about cars at all. Every

other machine in this book goes after one industry. Optimus goes

after work itself.

America is announcing new factories faster than it can staff

them. The ribbon gets cut, and then somebody has to fill

hundreds of shifts doing repetitive physical work that people

increasingly do not want, even at $30 or $40 an hour with

benefits.

The machines meant to solve this never quite did. A traditional

factory robot is a genius at exactly one motion. It will weld the

same seam a million times. But change the product, and it

becomes a very expensive statue. Worse, you usually have to

rebuild the factory around it.

Tesla flipped the logic. Instead of redesigning the factory for the

robot, build a robot that fits the factory already designed for

people.
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That is Optimus, Tesla's humanoid robot. It stands about 5 feet 8

inches tall, with two arms, two legs, a battery in its body, and

cameras where its eyes would be. It is meant to stand where a

person stands, reach what a person reaches, and use the same

tools.

When Tesla first showed the idea in 2021, it used a person

dancing in a robot suit, and the internet laughed for weeks.

Nobody is laughing now.

Tesla has shown Optimus sorting battery cells, folding shirts,

carrying boxes, and walking across uneven ground. The newest

version has a completely redesigned hand, one of the hardest

problems in all of robotics, built to grip real tools and delicate

objects.

Here is a powerful idea. Optimus is designed to learn by

watching. Tesla has recorded workers wearing cameras while

doing real jobs, then used that video to teach the robot, much

like an apprentice watching an expert.

And once one robot learns a task, every other Optimus can learn

it too, almost overnight, the same way your Tesla gets a software

update.

In early 2026, Tesla announced it would stop building the Model

S and Model X, the cars that made the company famous, and use

that factory space in Fremont, California, to build Optimus

instead. That is a company telling you where it thinks the future

is.

46

BEYOND THE TESLA CAR



The price target is shocking. Musk has said that at full scale,

Optimus could cost between $20,000 and $30,000. That is less

than a new car. Running across several shifts, that works out to

a few dollars an hour.

How can a robot cost less than a car? Because it shares parts

with everything else Tesla builds. The batteries come from the

same cells. The motors come from the same engineers. And the

brain is the same artificial intelligence that drives the cars.

The plan starts inside Tesla's own factories, doing repetitive or

dangerous jobs. From there, it could move to warehouses, farms,

and hospitals that cannot find enough workers, and eventually

into homes to cook, clean, and help care for family.

The skeptics have fair points. On a late-2025 earnings call, Musk

reportedly described the robots in Tesla's factories as mostly

there for learning and data collection, not real production. Tesla

has published no numbers on how much they get done. Some

early demonstrations were partly guided by humans. And

Optimus reportedly has over 10,000 unique parts, which makes it

very hard to build in large numbers.

Other companies, including Boston Dynamics and several firms

in China, are chasing the same goal. But no other company

combines battery making, motor design, and years of real driving

data the way Tesla does.

If humanoid robots work, the hope is that people move up, into

supervising, programming, and maintaining the machines,

while robots take the grinding, repetitive jobs.
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Optimus is designed to fit into a world built for people,
learn by watching, share every skill instantly, and
eventually cost less than a car.
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CHAPTER 15

Digital Optimus — Your Car Can Do
Office Work

Now comes one of the most surprising ideas in this book. Elon

Musk announced a joint project between Tesla and his artificial

intelligence company, xAI. It is called Digital Optimus,

nicknamed "Macrohard," a playful jab at Microsoft.

The idea is an AI helper that does work on a computer, the way a

person would. It watches the screen, then clicks, types, scrolls,

fills in forms, writes reports, and moves data from one program

to another.

It uses two brains working together, much like the human mind.

The first brain is Grok, xAI's large AI model, similar to ChatGPT

or Claude. Grok is the thinker and planner. It understands the

big picture and plans steps that take careful reasoning.

Psychologists call this kind of slow, careful thinking "System 2."

The second brain is Digital Optimus itself. It is the fast,

instinctive doer, called "System 1" thinking, like when you hit the

brakes the instant a car cuts in front of you. According to Musk,

it watches the last five seconds of screen video along with every

keyboard and mouse action, and reacts in real time.
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Musk compared Grok to a far more advanced version of

turn-by-turn navigation, guiding Digital Optimus as it drives

through the work.

Here is an example. Suppose an expense report needs to be

checked. Digital Optimus opens the accounting program, reads

the screen, scrolls through the entries, and matches them to

receipts. That fast work happens right on the chip.

Then it finds an odd item. Maybe a vendor name does not

match, or an amount looks ten times too large. Now it asks Grok

in the cloud. Grok thinks it through, sends back a decision, and

Digital Optimus keeps going.

What makes this different from other AI helpers? Where it runs.

Most AI computer helpers today take a picture of your screen,

send it up to the cloud, wait for an answer, act, and repeat. Every

single click is a round trip. That takes time and costs money.

Digital Optimus is designed to do most of its work locally, on

Tesla's AI4 chip, the same chip that runs self-driving in Tesla

cars. Musk says that chip costs about $650. Only the hard

decisions go to the cloud.

And here is the twist. Musk said it will work in all cars equipped

with the AI4 chip. In other words, your parked Tesla could do

office work for you while you sleep.

Once the chip is paid for, the cost of each action is mostly just

electricity. No company has to charge you for every bit of

thinking.

50

BEYOND THE TESLA CAR



Think about the wonder of it. The same system that learned to

read the road in order to drive is learning to read a computer

screen in order to work.

Digital Optimus could turn the computer chip in your
car into a tireless office assistant that works for
pennies.
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CHAPTER 16

One Brain, Many Bodies

If you remember only one big idea from Part Four, make it this

one. Tesla is building one shared AI brain to power everything.

The same core artificial intelligence that runs Full Self-Driving,

which watches the road through cameras, recognizes objects,

and makes driving decisions, is being adapted to power the

Optimus robot. And it is being adapted again for Digital Optimus,

which watches a screen and does computer work.

One brain. Three bodies. A car, a robot, and a computer helper.

Now think about what that means. Every mile driven by every

Tesla on Earth, every stop sign, pedestrian, construction zone,

and cat running across the street, makes the shared brain

smarter.

Every box an Optimus robot lifts, every tool it handles, every

obstacle it walks around, makes the shared brain smarter.

Every button Digital Optimus clicks and every form it fills out

makes the shared brain smarter.

They all improve together. There are no separate teams building

separate brains for separate products.
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The skills overlap more than you might think. The brain that

learns to spot a stop sign in a snowstorm also gets better at

spotting a button on a screen. The brain that learns to pick up an

oddly shaped part also gets better at finding its way through an

unfamiliar computer program. Seeing, understanding space,

deciding, and acting are the same skills in all three.

All three also run on the same family of Tesla chips, made by the

millions. Making one chip in huge numbers keeps the cost low

for every product.

As a teacher, I find this fascinating. It is how good learning

works for people, too. A skill learned in one place makes you

better in another. That is why math and clear thinking help in

every part of life.

Tesla's cars, robots, and computer helpers share one
brain, so every task any of them performs makes all of
them smarter.
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CHAPTER 17

A Network of Millions of Minds

Now let us think about power and scale.

A parked Tesla has a battery full of stored energy. If it is plugged

in, it has steady power. So when your car sits in the garage

running Digital Optimus, the electricity cost is small compared

with renting computer power from a giant data center.

But Tesla is thinking much bigger than parked cars.

According to Musk, Tesla has about 7 gigawatts of power

available across its Supercharger network. That is an enormous

amount of electricity, roughly the output of several large power

plants.

Musk said Tesla is also deploying millions of dedicated Digital

Optimus units at Supercharger sites. These AI computers do not

have to be inside cars. They can simply sit at the charging

stations, running all day and night.

That turns thousands of Supercharger locations into small AI

data centers, built on land, power, and equipment Tesla already

has.
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Now add the Optimus robots. When a robot finishes its factory

shift, it can plug in and switch from physical work to digital

work. It has the same chip and the same brain. The robot that

carried parts during the day could do spreadsheets at night.

Add it all up:

• Parked Teslas in driveways and garages

• AI computers at Supercharger sites

• Idle Optimus robots after their shifts

Together they could form a network of millions of AI computers,

all on the same chip, all sharing the same brain, and all

improving together with every task completed.

This is a new idea. Most of the world's AI runs in a few huge

buildings. Tesla's AI could be spread out everywhere, close to the

people who use it.

There is a safety benefit, too. If a big cloud service goes down, a

computer sitting in your own driveway can keep working.

Tesla could turn its cars, chargers, and robots into one
giant network of millions of AI computers, using
power and equipment it already has.
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CHAPTER 18

From Sand to Silicon to Satellite

I saved the biggest idea for last because it sounds the most like

science fiction. But this is the plan.

The same family of Tesla AI chips that runs the cars, the robots,

and Digital Optimus is heading to space.

SpaceX is planning a constellation of AI satellites, possibly

millions of them, in orbit around the Earth.

Why put computers in space? Two reasons.

First, free energy. In a special orbit called a sun-synchronous

orbit, a satellite can face the sun almost all the time. No clouds,

no atmosphere, and no nighttime. Its solar panels collect power

around the clock.

Second, free cooling. One of the biggest problems with AI chips

on Earth is keeping them from overheating. The back side of a

satellite faces the cold emptiness of space, which some call the

best heat sink in the universe. The heat simply radiates away.

Free power on one side, free cooling on the other.

These satellites would be connected to each other and to the

ground through Starlink, SpaceX's satellite internet network.

The result would be a space-based AI data center that never

stops.
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All of this takes an enormous number of chips. So Tesla says it

needs to build a giant chip factory it calls a "Terafab." The goal is

for Tesla to design and manufacture its own AI chips for

generations to come.

Now step back and look at the whole picture:

1. The same family of companies designs the chips.

2. It manufactures the chips.

3. It puts them in cars that drive themselves.

4. It puts them in robots that work in factories.

5. It launches the satellites on its own rockets.

6. It runs the network that connects them all.

And every one of these machines learns from every other one.

That is no longer just a technology company. It is a whole

connected system, from sand to silicon to satellite.

To be honest, much of this is years away, maybe longer. But you

can already see the pieces being built.

From sand to silicon to satellite, Elon Musk's
companies are building one connected system in
which every machine learns from every other
machine.
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PART FIVE: LOOKING AHEAD



CHAPTER 19

Promise and Proof — An Honest
Scorecard

We have covered a lot of ground. Before we look ahead, we must

be honest. Not everything in this book is equally proven.

A battery already feeding the Texas power grid and a robot still

learning to sort battery cells are very different kinds of evidence.

A wise reader keeps the two apart.

Here is a simple way to sort them:

Working at scale today

• Megapacks supporting power grids around the world

• Powerwalls and virtual power plants paying homeowners

• The Supercharger network, now the North American

standard

• The Model 3 and Model Y, among the best-selling cars on

Earth

Real, but still growing

• The Tesla Semi, hauling real freight but with few

Megachargers so far

• The Texas lithium refinery, operating but still dependent on

foreign ore

• The Cybertruck, on the road but selling less than hoped
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• Robotaxi service, running in several cities but still proving its

safety

Still mostly promises

• The Cybercab at full scale and at 20 cents a mile

• Optimus doing useful work outside Tesla's own factories

• Digital Optimus doing office work in parked cars

• The Roadster, the Terafab, and AI satellites in space

Elon Musk's timelines are famously optimistic, and that is being

generous. Some of these projects will take longer than promised.

Some may take a decade or more. A few may never fully happen.

Combining all these systems is one of the hardest things any

organization has ever tried.

But look at the track record. Musk has made a career of

announcing "impossible" missions that later became reality.

Electric cars that people love. Rockets that land themselves. A

charging plug the whole industry adopted.

Here is the key point. Even if only half of this vision comes true,

the effect on jobs, energy, transportation, and the whole economy

will be enormous.

That is why Musk keeps talking about Tesla becoming one of the

most valuable companies the world has ever seen.

Judge each Tesla project by its proof, not its promise,
but remember that even half of this vision would
change the world.

60

BEYOND THE TESLA CAR



CHAPTER 20

Getting Ready for the Coming
Changes

Now comes the part that matters most for you and your family.

What does all this mean for jobs?

Think about the work millions of people do every day on a

computer: data entry, customer service, form processing, email,

scheduling, and simple reports.

A person doing that work may cost an employer $40,000 to

$60,000 a year or more with benefits. Digital Optimus, running

on a $650 chip and a few dollars of electricity a day, could work

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with no breaks or sick days.

The same is true for repetitive physical work in factories and

warehouses, where Optimus is aimed.

I am not saying everyone will be replaced tomorrow. I am not a

doom-and-gloom person. History shows that new technology also

creates new jobs, often better ones.

But here is the honest truth. If your work is mostly following the

same steps over and over, clicking through screens, filling out

forms, or moving information from one place to another, you

need to pay close attention. The time to prepare is now, not in

two years.
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So who will thrive in this new world? I believe it will be the

people who:

1. Think clearly and solve problems.

2. Use math with confidence, including understanding

numbers, ratios, and growth.

3. Learn to work alongside AI, instead of trying to compete with

it.

4. Keep learning for their whole lives.

Notice how much math runs through this whole book. Cost per

mile. Kilowatt-hours. Megawatts. Percentages. Exponential

growth. The people who understand these numbers will

understand the future. The people who do not will be confused

by it.

As a math professor for most of my life, I have seen how math

confidence changes lives. It opens doors to better jobs, better

decisions about money, and a clearer view of the world.

The machines are getting smarter. We must make sure our

people are getting smarter, too.

In a world of smart machines, the people who think
clearly, use math with confidence, and learn to work
with AI will be the ones who thrive.
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Quick Review: The Key Ideas to
Remember

Here are the most important sentences from each chapter,

gathered in one place. Read them again whenever you want a

quick review of the whole book.

1. Tesla is not just building cars. It is building the machines

that will shape how we live, work, and travel for the rest of

this century.

2. Tesla's real product was never the car. The car was simply

the proof that the playbook works.

3. When you control every piece, you control the price, and you

can keep making every piece better at the same time.

4. The Megapack does not make electricity; it makes electricity

available when people need it most, and it can be built in a

year instead of a decade.

5. With a Powerwall, a family stops being a helpless customer

of the power company and becomes a partner that helps

keep the whole neighborhood's lights on.

6. By refining lithium on American soil, Tesla moved the

foundation of batteries, transportation, and automation

closer to home.
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7. Tesla made charging dependable by owning the whole chain,

and its rivals proved it by adopting Tesla's plug as the new

standard.

8. The Model 3 Standard shows that a car can be affordable,

safe, and smart all at once, and that it can keep getting better

after you buy it.

9. The Model Y L proves that an electric car can carry the whole

family, save money, and still be fun to drive.

10. The Cybertruck was Tesla's rolling laboratory, and the

lessons learned in it are now building the vehicles of the

future.

11. The Roadster is Tesla's statement to the world that the same

playbook that makes cars affordable can also make them the

fastest on Earth.

12. When the cost of moving goods goes down, the price of

almost everything goes down with it, and the Tesla Semi is

aimed right at that cost.

13. For over 100 years, the car industry assumed every family

needs its own car; at 20 cents a mile, that assumption begins

to crack.

14. A self-driving network could turn the family car from a

money drain into a money maker, and it could save

thousands of lives every year if the software proves itself.

15. Optimus is designed to fit into a world built for people, learn

by watching, share every skill instantly, and eventually cost

less than a car.
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16. Digital Optimus could turn the computer chip in your car

into a tireless office assistant that works for pennies.

17. Tesla's cars, robots, and computer helpers share one brain,

so every task any of them performs makes all of them

smarter.

18. Tesla could turn its cars, chargers, and robots into one giant

network of millions of AI computers, using power and

equipment it already has.

19. From sand to silicon to satellite, Elon Musk's companies are

building one connected system in which every machine

learns from every other machine.

20. Judge each Tesla project by its proof, not its promise, but

remember that even half of this vision would change the

world.

21. In a world of smart machines, the people who think clearly,

use math with confidence, and learn to work with AI will be

the ones who thrive.
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Epilogue Invitation



Why I Invest in Tesla and SpaceX

First, a clear warning: I am not giving you investment
advice. Nothing in this book tells you to buy, sell, or
hold any stock.

I am a mathematician. For most of my life, I have taught people

how to see patterns in numbers. That is how I look at Tesla and

SpaceX, and it is why I have invested in both companies.

I should also be honest about where most of my money is. The

vast bulk of my investments is in my own private company, Triad

Math, Inc., which has only a few approved shareholders. My

Tesla and SpaceX investments are much smaller. My heart, and

most of my money, is in teaching math.

Here are my reasons for owning some Tesla and SpaceX.

First, they solve real problems. Every project in this book goes

after something expensive and painful: the cost of power,

freight, cars, labor, and getting to space. Companies that solve

big problems tend to create big value.

Second, they follow a playbook that works. Find the bottleneck,

simplify, add software, electrify, and mass-produce. Tesla has

proven this recipe again and again, and SpaceX used the same

thinking to make rockets that land and fly again.
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Third, they own every piece. From chips to batteries to software

to rockets to the Starlink network, these companies control their

own future instead of depending on others.

Fourth, they share one brain. Every car, robot, and computer

helper makes the others smarter. As a math teacher, I call this

exponential growth, and I have spent my life showing students

how powerful it is. Small improvements that build on each other

can become enormous over time.

Fifth, I believe in the mission. Cleaner energy, safer roads, lower

costs for families, and a future among the stars are goals worth

supporting.

I also know the risks. Timelines slip. Some projects may fail.

Stock prices go up and down, sometimes sharply. Any investment

can lose money.

Again, these are only my personal reasons, not advice
for you. Every person must study, think for
themselves, and make their own decisions, ideally
with the help of a qualified financial advisor.

That is exactly why math confidence matters so much.
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Coming Next: A Book About SpaceX

This book has only touched on SpaceX: its rockets, its Starlink

network, and its plan for AI satellites in space.

SpaceX deserves a book of its own, and that is the next book we

will write together. In it, I will explore how SpaceX made

reusable rockets a reality, how Starlink is connecting the world,

and why its plans for the Moon and Mars could shape the future

of humanity.

Watch for it.
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Join the Triad Math Army

Throughout this book, you have seen one truth again and again.

The future belongs to people who can think clearly and use math

with confidence.

That is why I founded the Triad Math Army, a 21st Century

online math program. Our mission is to revolutionize how math

is taught to high school students and to help all adults improve

their lives with Wisdom Tools.

Here is what you get when you join:

• Six Tiers of math, from practical "Workforce" Math (Tiers 1

and 2), to college prep (Tier 3), to science and engineering

math using Wolfram Alpha (Tiers 4 to 6).

• Calculator lessons using the TI-30Xa scientific calculator.

• More than 30 Wisdom Tools videos to help you make better

decisions about money, work, and life.

Membership is simple:

• $27 a month, with a 30-day no-risk, money-back guarantee

• $297 a year

• $999 for a lifetime membership

You can also download three free books at tma.cool: The Triad

Math Army, Golden Rule Math for All God's Children, and How

and Why Public School Math Is Destroying the USA.

70

https://tma.co


The machines in this book will keep getting smarter. Make sure

you, your children, and your grandchildren get smarter, too.

Enlist today at tma.cool.

Craig Hane, Ph.D. aka Dr. Del
Math Professor · Tutorial Teacher

Founder, Triad Math Army
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About the Author

Craig Hane, Ph.D., known to many of his students as "Dr. Del,"

has spent a lifetime showing people that anyone can learn math.

As a boy, he learned practical math from his Uncle Jack Davis, a

barber and builder. In ninth grade he struggled with algebra and

was told he could not go to college. A geometry teacher, Miss

Madonna O'Hair, and his mentor, Dr. Clinton Gass, believed in

him anyway.

He went on to study at Oberlin College and earned a Ph.D. in

Mathematics from Indiana University, where he also played

rugby. He taught math at Western Reserve High School in Ohio,

at DePauw University, at Indiana State University, and at

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology.

After his teaching career, he spent decades as an entrepreneur,

building and running many businesses.

Today he is the founder of Triad Math, Inc. and the Triad Math

Army, a 21st Century online math program with a mission to

revolutionize how math is taught and to help all adults improve

their lives with Wisdom Tools.

Learn more at www.craighane.com and tma.cool.
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Sources and References

These are some of the news reports and company statements

behind the facts in this book. Web addresses were checked in

October 2026.

Energy

• Ørsted's 250 MW Texas battery built with Tesla Megapacks:

pv magazine USA, August 6, 2026. pv-magazine-usa.com/202

6/08/06/orsted-energizes-250-mw-battery-storage-system-i

n-texas

• Tesla's virtual power plant pays Powerwall owners in

California: Electrek, June 23, 2022. electrek.co/2022/06/23/t

esla-virtual-power-plant-pays-powerwall-owners-help-end-

brownouts

• Tesla's Texas lithium refinery begins production: Electrek,

January 15, 2026. electrek.co/2026/01/15/tesla-rare-look-lith

ium-refinery-confirms-production-start

• Tesla's Q2 2026 results, including 4680 cell output and

robotaxi updates: Not a Tesla App, July 2026.

notateslaapp.com/news/4481

Cars and Charging
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• Tesla's plug becomes the North American Charging Standard

(SAE J3400): Ford Authority, January 2024. fordauthority.co

m/2024/01/sae-standardizes-nacs-setting-the-stage-for-futu

re-ford-evs

• Ford ends production of the electric F-150 Lightning:

Michigan Public, December 15, 2025. michiganpublic.org/20

25-12-15/ford-pulls-the-plug-on-the-f-150-lightning-electric-

pickup-truck

• Model Y L launches in the United States: electrive, July 3,

2026. electrive.com/2026/07/03/tesla-launches-long-wheel

base-model-y-l-in-the-usa

Trucks, Robotaxis, and Robots

• Tesla Semi covers more than 1,000 miles in a single day:

InsideEVs. insideevs.com/news/689084/tesla-semi-1000-mil

e-drive-single-day

• Cybercab revealed at under $30,000: Axios, October 11, 2024. 

axios.com/2024/10/11/tesla-robotaxi-tesla-cybercab-we-rob

ot-musk

• Cybercab production begins at Giga Texas: Quartz, April

2026. qz.com/tesla-cybercab-robotaxi-production-giga-texas

-042426

• Robotaxi live in seven metros, six unsupervised: EV Wire,

July 22, 2026. evwire.com/p/tesla-robotaxi-2-4-million-paid-

miles-six-metros
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• Tesla ends Model S and Model X production to focus on

robots: Fox 6 Milwaukee, 2026. fox6now.com/news/tesla-en

ds-production-model-s-model-x-cars-2026

• Musk says Digital Optimus works on all AI4-equipped Tesla

cars: Stocktwits, 2026. stocktwits.com (search "Digital

Optimus AI4")

Some figures in this book, such as the Cybercab's 20 cents a mile,

Optimus prices, and the Roadster's performance, are company

targets or statements by Elon Musk, not proven results. Plans

change, so readers should check the latest news.
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